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SUBJECT: AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL VISIT TO GUATEMALA 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED TELEGRAM APRIL 27 REQUESTING APPOINT- 
MENT FOR MICHAEL MCCLINTOCK, RESEARCH DEPARTMENT, AMNESTY 
INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT IN LONDON, AND DR. KURT MADLENER 
OF MAX PLANCK INSTITUTE, WEST GERMANY. LATER SAME MORNING 
MCCLINTOCK, WHO IS US CITIZEN CALLED FROM GERMAN EMBASSY 
TO ARRANGE APPPINTMENT. 

2. WHEN AI REPS MET WITH EMBOFFS APRIL 27, THEY SOUGHT TO 
FIND OUT HOW THE EMBASSY VIEWED POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN 
GUATEMALA. EMBOFFS GAVE A HISTORICAL REVIEW OF THE INTERNAL 
SECURITY SITUATION, EMPHASIZING THE LONG HISTORY OF BOTH 
ORDINARY AND POLITICAL VIOLENCE, BUT ACKNOWLEDGING THAT 
INCIDENCE OF VIOLENCE HAD HAD BOTH PEAKS AND VALLEYS. 
POLITICAL VIOLENCE REACHED ITS HIGHES PEAK DURING 

THE INSURGENCY AND COUNTER-INSURGENCY OF THE MID- 
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3. AI REPS OBSERVED THAT GUATEMALA HAD A REMARKABLY 
FREE PRESS AND THAT THERE HAD BEEN SOME FALLING OFF 
OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE IN THE PAST YEAR. EMBOFFS 
AGREED, SAYING THAT THIS WAS PARTLY DUE TO POLICY AND 
CHARACTER OF PRESIDENT AND PARTLY DUE TO GENERAL REDUC- 
TION IN POLITICIAL TENSION (I.E., ABSENCE OF ELECTORAL 
CAMPAIGN AND RELATIVE ABSENCE OF GUERRILLA ACTIVITIES) 

WHICH HAD COINCIDED WITH FIRST TWO YEARS OF HIS ADMINIS 
TRATION. 

4. AI REPS ASKED ABOUT PRESENT GUERRILLA SITUATION, 

AND WERE TODL THAT ONLY TRULY ACTIVE GROUP CALLS IT 
SELF THE EJERCITO GUERRILLERO DE LOS POBRES, EGP, AND, 

WHILE SMALL, HAS APPARENTLY BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR 
HERNANDEZ AND RAMIREZ ASSASSINATIONS. 

5. AI REPS DEVOTED CONSIDERABLE ATTENTION TO THE US 

ROLE IN ASSISTING GUATEMALAN POLICE AND MILITARY OFFICIALS. 
THEY ASKED ABOUT THE PUBLIC SAFETY PROGRAM AND ABOUT 
THE NEW GUATEMALAN POLICE ACADEMY, WHICH THEY UNDERSTOOD 
WAS RECEIVING 1 MILLION DOLLARS PER YEAR FROM THE USG. 
EMBOFFS EXPLAINED THAT THE PBULIC SAFETY PROGRAM HAD 
BEEN ABOLISHED IN 1974, BUT ACKNOWLEDGED THAT POLICE 
ACADEMY HAD BEEN PARTIALLY BUILT WITH AID FUNDS. ALL 
MONEY HAD BEEN OBLIGATED BEFORE THE 1974 CUTOFF DATE, 

AND NO FUNDS HAVE BEEN PROVIDED SINCE THEN. 

6. QUESTIONS ON US ROLE IN MILITARY TRAINING WERE 

LESS DETAILED. DR. MADLENER SEEMED RATHER TAKEN ABACK 
WHEN INFORMED THAT TWO PROMINENT GUATEMALAN ARMY 
COLONELS HAD RECEIVED THEIR ADVANCED TRAINING IN IN THE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY. 

7. AI REPS DID NOT INDICATE WHETHER THEY WERE PREPARING 
ANY INITIATIVE OR MERELY FAMILIARIZING THEMSELVES WITH 
THE LOCAL SITUATION. THEIR NEXT APPOINTMENT WAS A CALL 
AT THE FOREIGN MINISTRY. 
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